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‘Compass Careel boats necd no introduction to the

iling fraternity. The little Careel 18, which began

{ife & the Duncanson 8 from South Australia, is
now one of the most popular trailer-sailers on the
water, with some 150 boats afloat in and around
Sydney alone. The Careel 22 is not from the same
stable; she is desipned specilically for David Rose
by Joe¢ Adams and built as both a trailer-sailer and
fixed-keel yacht, Although termed Cureel 22, in
fact she is 6.9 metres (22 feet 6 inches) overall,
which is quite a sizable vacht to swing up on u
trailer.

Two factors strike one immediately, First, itisa
very pretty hoat. The lines wre classical with
almost no attempt atl a contemporary approach,
and they make a very shapely, attractive craft. The
how has a fine entry and moderate rake, sweeping
hack to a conventional round bilge and squared-
off transom, Nice modest sheer lines keep the
classical trend, as does the low coach-house (with
two windows) which sweeps back into a low
cockpil coaming,

This, of course, is without the pop-top. While
my test erew and I do not particularly like pop-
tops or any other tops on classical looking yachts,
we had to concede thiat when in position, the pop-
top of this boat does not upset the neat styling too
much. The advantages gained by the additional
headroom {ar outweigh the disadvantages of
spailing the appearance, But with the pop-top
down, this yacht is a honey.

The second factor which impresses on [irst
appearance is the solidity of the moulding, None
of your twangy decks here; the cabin roof is as
solid as any other part of the boat. Rosc
experimented with a foam and ply sandwich
before coming up with a beam-deck combination
of ply sundwich that gives the boat a very solid
feel-—-and not just on the deck, We couldin’t frult
the moulding of the strueture work anywhere,

Finish is good, and with hand rails on the cabin
top and: pulpit at the bow, she has the fee] of a big
hoat,

The layout did not impress us too greatly, but it
really depends on what you want in s hoat, Almosl
hall the deck plan is taken up with cockpit which

makes her an excellent boat for day sailing with
lots of people aboard. Butitdoessoat theexpense
of the below decks accommuodation, Although, by

juggling berths under the galley and via dinettes,

there is sleeping room for four, we felt that the
cockpit space could have been better utilised to
offer more below decks without necessarily
compromising the cackplt roominess,

At the cabin entrance the cockpit is extremely
heamy. So mueh so that asmall foothold has been
placed in the centre ta prevent passengers sliding
around when she is heeling. To owr way of
thinking, hringing the cockpit scats 1w and
reducing this width would have enabled two
quarter berths to be slid under the coekpit where,
at the moment, there is just space. This would have
improved the sleeping situntion withomt eom-
pramising the excellent cockpit space.

Below decks there are all facilities including
foilet, dinette table and small palley. The
centreboard caxing doubles ng part of the dinette
and theretore does nof intrade, as do maost
centrebonrd casings. With the pop-top up there is
good standing headroom and the galley and tahle
area and the whole interior of this boat s tastefully
decorated  with timber panclling and  fabrie
COVCIIngs.

Our bhipgest surprise came in erecting the mast;
8.5 metres of mast is & fabr span and looking at it
lving on the deck, we could see no way that a
family was poing 1o raise 1, But now only was it
casy for two Lo raise, we witnessed another Careel
22 owner who was launching alongside, crecting it
on his own, We don't scecommend this, as one
needs to be agile to say the teast, but it did prove
the ease with which a family could enise what s,
after all, a Cairly tall spar. Once in place, ripging
wag steatghtiorwnred and the whole opevation was
done gquickly and easily,

The most remarkable festure, when we trailered
her to the ramp, was the amount of water she
doesn't need 1o float off, We launched over a
beach dnto no mare than hall ametre ofwater, The
boat slid easily off the trailer and into the water,
the only problem being that she was so anxious to
gel poing, we had to hang on tight or the breeze
would have taken her! Any hanpgups we might




have had, about a vaelit ol this size beng diflicnl
to launeh on the poor ramps that are a feature of
New South Wales waterways, were dispelled
imimediately.

Sailing oul of the shallow water was i bit more

of u problom since we were headed by a sufj

westerly and were unable todrop the centreboard
arore than i lew centimetres, 10as o the boat's
credit that she made it many 4 centreboarder
would have spent the alternoon on the beach
ander those conditions. ' The masthend rig has a
firly high aspeet riio and comes in two lorms,
the rip Tor the ballast keel version being fatler than
that for the tratder version for obvious reasons.
Running  pear s standard  and - rigging s
straightiorward,

The st westerly gave us a great opportupity to
test this boat, with gusts to 20 knots at times, We
were carrying the genoa and Tull AL S We were
anxious to test her stability under these con-
ditions,

Hard on e wind she tended o geipe a bitand
sailing her was @ matter ol using the main sheet
and ‘skif? technigues. But that was to heexpeeted
with a narrow {in keel and the pressure that the
westesly was exerting. She pointed well and took
the gusts in her stride and the ouly real eriticism we
had was that in going about fast, she teads 1o
shide’ her transom and bring some water over the
coamings. Nowever, we were testing her ander
extree conditions and she would not normally
besailed that way by a cruising family. lnany case,
the sell-draining cockpit soon takes care ol any
water that does come uboard.

Omareach she was stable, Tastand hindled well,
and on the run home she was as doeile as a b,
For deep-keel sailers it is great to be able to run
dpht up the beach without problems, step over
and how, and make the painter fast to a tree,

Wewere inpressed by the Careel 220 Thereis no
donbt that her type of boat will ushey i new eia
in hoating where the fmily pack np and holiday
aboard, bath on the water and on the road, As
such, we sec o big future for her sinee she is big
cnough to becomlortable for this sort ol thing, yet
sl enonpgh (o trailer comlortably and (o be
handled by a Gamily withoul tao much efiort.
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